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Call for Papers

How does the law shape, support, or suppress identityin today's diverse
and increasingly polarized societies? And how can one teach these incredibly
sensitive and political topics in today's world? These questions will guide our
discussions during our two-day conference in Prague. The conference aims to do so
in a comparative, transnational manner and invites participants from all relevant
academic disciplines, e.g. law, psychology, sociology, political sciences, or history.

Law, policies and social identities do interact. The law shapes how '‘we’ can function
as members of society, determines which opportunities we have for development,
and which rights and protections we enjoy vis-a-vis other members of society and
authorities. Moreover, the law itself has a power and influence over group identities
and sense of belonging through, in particular, categorizationand legal
classifications (e.g., citizenship status, ethnicity, nationality in censuses).

We seek to bring together a select group of scholars and practitioners who
research issues connected to social identities and legal aspects of belonging. We
shall focus on the status, legal protection, and risks of groups that today are often
in the centre of attention of societal and political discourse, such as national
minorities, immigrant communities and individual migrants, religious and ethnic
groups. We will explore how policies and legislation have animpact on inclusion or
exclusion, equal treatment or discrimination, feelings of belonging or alienation,
which all are decisive to create or destroy sentiments of belonging, recognition and
acceptance.

Lately, (national) identity is increasingly used in the context of shielding States or
the EU from unwanted influences, mostly from abroad. The 'sovereign identities' of
the Member States are portrayed asfragile and the ‘EU-way of life' mustbe
protected. Here identities are often used as a shield to protect but also as a sword
to fight unwanted influences. The faultlines where such use of identity is visible the
most are immigration and immigrant integration, citizenship, non-
discrimination and the handling of diversity of societies. The handling of these
issues also has huge repercussions on human right protection and the rule of
law. The employment of identity in this context often has drastic consequences on
those affected, e.g. migrant communities, minorities, etc.

Teaching issues relating to migration, non-discrimination, and/or diversity has
become more difficult. The current Zeitgeistis increasingly sceptical about open
societies, the protection of minorities, and the arrival of newcomers in society.
Translating current research into these issues into academic teaching becomes
more difficult. The conference will also devote attention to the question how
research outcomesin these sensitive areas influence university teaching in the
current political situation.
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Another important topic that the conference will address is the relationship, or
rather tension, between the perspectives of international organizations and
individual states on specific issues related to identity and law.

The conference welcomes papers which explore the above mentioned themes from
perspectives, including - but not limited - to:

e Theoretical and practical approaches to the capacity of the law to create,
destroy, or influence feelings of identity;

e the regulation of migration, migration status, and nationality and its influence
on feelings of belonging and security;

e non-discrimination policies and regulation and its capacity to protect, shelter,
and influence sentiments of recognition;

e the role of ethnicity, religionand belief, in the context of policies
and regulation determining the everyday life of individuals;

e sexual orientation and gender, and issues of social and legal identity;

feminist perspectives on law and identity.

After the conference, papers will be selected for publication in an edited volume.

We ask interested participants to submit an abstract of no more than 250 words via
email to the organizers: law-identity@prf.cuni.cz.

The deadline to submita paper proposal is Friday the 20th of February 2026.
The decision about acceptance as well as a preliminary conference program will
be communicated by 6 March 2026.

We will be in touch with all accepted presenters. Accepted participants of the
conference will receive a flat-rate support grant of +150 Euro, which can be used for
travel and accommodation.

A draft paper should be submitted on Friday, 01 May 2026 so that the papers can
be shared with all participants before the conference. Also, having the draft-papers
ready at the conference will significantly accelerate their publication as edited
volume after the conference.

Tentative Timetable:

Monday, 11.5.2026

09:30 — 09:45 registration
09:45 - 10:15 welcome
10:15 - 12:15 PANEL 1
12:15 - 13:30 lunch break
13:30 — 15:30 PANEL 2
15:30 — 15:45 coffee break
15:45 - 17:45 PANEL 3
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Evening conference dinner

Tuesday, 12. 5. 2026

08:45 - 09:00 registration

09:00 — 11:00 PANEL 4

11:00 — 11:15 coffee break

11:15 — 13:15 PANEL 5

13:15 — 14:45 lunch break

14:45 — 16:45 PANEL 6

16:45 - 17:15 closure of the conference
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